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January 3, 2001
'Behind population gains: immigrant influx'
By John Dillin
America's population growth slowed steadily in the 1960s, '70s, and '80s, but it has  suddenly climbed back to levels that surprised even officials at the United States Census Bureau. What happened? 

The just-released 2000 Census found that the US added 32.7 million people in the 1990s. That's more than 3 million persons a year. The US population total of 281,421,906 now is expected to surge to 300 million by 2006 and to more than 400 million by 2050. 

This accelerating growth won't be fully explained until the Census Bureau releases detailed data from its 2000 survey later this year. Meanwhile, some analysts have pointed to the "baby boom echo" - descendants of the baby boomers - as a principal factor in the population bulge.  However, demographers downplay the "echo" factor. They say there is clearly one primary cause of growth of this magnitude: large-scale immigration.
The effects of immigration are being manifested most dramatically in California, Texas, and Florida. Peter Morrison, a demographer at RAND in California, says that in addition to those Sun Belt states, immigration has also begun to feed population growth in the interior regions of the country. Thousands of immigrants are showing up looking for jobs at meat packing plants in Iowa, farms in Kansas, and factories in Missouri. 
Although the short-term effects of immigration can be dramatic, it is the long-term implications that may be the real population story for America. 
Steven Camarota, research director for the Center for Immigration Studies in Washington, says that new arrivals in the US during the 1990s accounted for at least 10 million, and perhaps as many as 13 million, of the 32.7 million residents America has added in the census count. 

The birthrate factor 
But Mr. Camarota estimates that recent immigrants also gave birth to approximately 7 million children in the US in the 1990s. 
Added together, this means that 1990s immigrants, combined with children born to recent immigrants, accounted for as many as 20 million - or nearly two-thirds - of America's growth during the past decade.
Without immigration during the past 30 years, Camarota says America's population now would be "modestly stable." That's because birthrates among non-immigrants are near replacement levels, meaning that they are neither adding to nor subtracting from the total population. Birthrates among immigrants are far higher…
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The Miami Herald
December 29, 2000 (http://www.numbersusa.com/overpopulation/news122900.html) 

'Immigration tied to population hike" Record growth helped shift 12 seats in Congress'
By Tony Pugh
WASHINGTON -- Massive immigration helped drive the U.S. population to a record 281.4 million and will contribute to the shift of 12 congressional seats affecting 18 states by 2002, the U.S. Census Bureau reported Thursday. 
The first detailed data from the 2000 Census showed that the U.S. population grew 13.2 percent to 281,421,906 in the past decade. It totaled 248,709,873 in 1990. The new figure was higher than expected, reflecting especially strong growth in the South and West. 
Northeastern and Midwestern states grew more slowly, as aging baby boomers moved to warmer locales throughout the 1990s and displaced manufacturing and industrial workers sought jobs elsewhere. 
Population figures and other census data determine how billions in federal money is spent. States adjust the nation's 435 congressional districts every 10 years based on the head count. 
Thursday's census report offers only population by state. Future reports will fill in the national picture with data based on race, ethnicity, gender, 

housing, income and other characteristics. 
Immigrants, mainly from Asia, the Caribbean and South America, accounted for about 40 percent of the increase in the U.S. population since 1990, said Charles Keely, professor of international migration at the school of foreign service at Georgetown University in Washington. Their surge is on the scale of the migration of Germans, Italians and Eastern Europeans at the turn of the 20th Century. 
California, with 33.9 million residents, remains the most populous state. Texas, which counted 20.9 million, climbed past New York's 19 million to rank second. Wyoming, with 493,782 people, is the smallest state. Nevada's 66.3 percent jump in population to 1,998,257 was the greatest in the nation. Arizona was second, with a 40 percent increase since 1990. Its population now is 5,130,632….
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Philadelphia Inquirer
January 3, 2001 (http://www.numbersusa.com/overpopulation/news010301ph.html) 

'America bursting at the seams'
By B. Meredith Burke
There are clubs whose memberships ought not to grow. That of countries with 1 billion or more population is certainly among them. Even China and India are two too many. 
Yet the just-released year 2000 U.S. Census total shows us racing pell-mell to this dubious goal. At 281 million, we have gained nearly 33 million since 1990 - and 81 million since 1970, year of the first Earth Day. Pennsylvania, one of the slowest-growth states, nonetheless gained 400,000 people. This betokens a continued upward trend. 
A year ago, the Census Bureau released a new set of population projections to the year 2100. With roughly unchanging immigration and fertility policies, the bureau projected a year 2100 population of 571 million. More generous immigration policies and higher fertility will deliver us to 1.2 billion. Most disconcerting is that we have exceeded even the highest projections of a year 2000 level of 275 million…. 
Immigrants in the United States — 2000 
A Snapshot of America's Foreign-Born Population 

January 2001 
by Steven A. Camarota 

(http://www.cis.org/articles/2001/back101.html) 

Each month the Census Bureau conducts the Current Population Survey (CPS)… findings in the new Center report: 

· More than 1.2 million legal and illegal immigrants combined now settle in the United States each year. 
  

· The number of immigrants living in the United States has more than tripled since 1970, from 9.6 million to 28.4 million. As a percentage of the U.S. population, immigrants have more than doubled, from 4.7 percent in 1970 to 10.4 percent in 2000. 
  

· By historical standards, the number of immigrants living in the United States is unprecedented.   Even at the peak of the great wave of early 20th century immigration, the number of immigrants living in the United States was less than half what it is today (13.5 million in 1910). 
  

· Immigration has become the determinate factor in population growth. The 11.2 million immigrants who indicated they arrived between 1990 and 2000 plus the 6.4 million children born to immigrants in the United States during the 1990s are equal to almost 70 percent of U.S. population growth over the last 10 years.  

…Because all children born in the United States to immigrants are by definition natives, the sole reason for the dramatic increase in the immigrant population is new immigration. While some immigrants die and others return home, the issuance of 700,000 to 900,000 permanent residency visas annually and the settlement of several hundred thousand illegal aliens each year greatly exceeds deaths and out-migration. In the March 2000 CPS, just under three million immigrants indicated they had entered the country between 1998 and March of 2000. An additional 2.2 million immigrants responded they had arrived in 1996 or 1997. These numbers indicate that at least 1.2 million immigrants, and perhaps 1.3 million, now arrive in United States each year. 

In any discussion of immigration’s effect on the country it is important to keep in mind that the number of legal immigrants allowed in each year, the selection criteria used, and the level of resources devoted to controlling illegal immigration are all discretionary policies of the federal government. Given the sampling and non-sampling error that exists in any survey, the results of this Backgrounder for states and immigrant groups with relatively small populations should be interpreted carefully... 

While immigration has played an important role in American history, the level of immigration and the size of the immigrant population has varied considerably. Figure 1 shows the number of immigrants living in the United States over the course of the last 100 years. The 28.4 million immigrants residing in the United States in 2000 are the most ever recorded. Even during the great wave of immigration at the turn of the century, the immigrant population was less than half what it is today. 
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Figure 1 shows that, after growing in the early part of this century, the immigrant population stabilized at around 10 or 11 million for about four decades. In the mid-1960s, changes in immigration law and other factors caused the annual level of legal immigration to rise steadily, from about 300,000 in the 1960s to 800,000 in the 1990s. As a result, between 1970 and 1980 the number of immigrants living in the United States grew by a record 4.5 million. Reflecting the continuing increase in legal and illegal immigration, the immigrant population grew by 5.7 million in the 1980s — another record — and by 8.6 million in the 1990s, again surpassing the previous record. 

The foreign-born population’s growth rate since 1970 is higher than at any other time in history, far surpassing growth at the beginning of the 20th century.  Between 1900 and 1910, the immigrant population grew by 31 percent, less than the 47 percent increase in the 1970s, the 40 percent increase in the 1980s, and the 43 percent growth of the 1990s. 

Additionally, immigrants now account for a much larger share of the increase in the total U.S. population. For most of last century, the growth in the immigrant population accounted for little or none of the increase in the size of the U.S. population. Even during the first decade of the last century, when immigration was an important part of population growth, the immigrant contribution to U.S. population growth was much less than it is today. 

The 3.2 million increase in the size of the immigrant population between 1900 and 1910 accounted for only 20 percent of the total 

increase in the U.S. population. In contrast, the 8.6 million-increase in the immigrant population from 1990 to 2000 accounted for 34 percent of U.S. population growth in the 1990s. Immigration now accounts for such a large percentage of population because the fertility of natives was much higher in the early 1900s. As a result, the population grew regardless of immigration. Today natives have only about two children on average, with the result that immigration now accounts for a very large share of population growth. Also in contrast to the past, a much higher percentage of today’s immigrants remain in the United States rather than returning home. Because so many immigrants in the early 20th century eventually returned to their home countries, immigration at that time did not add permanently to the overall size of U.S. population in the way that it does today.2 

While the number of immigrants and the growth rate of the immigrant population are higher now than at any other time in the last 100 years, the immigrant percentage of the population was higher in the first few decades of the 1900s. Table 1 shows that in 1910,  the immigrant population reached a high of 14.7 percent of the total U.S. population. As a result of World War I and changes in immigration law in the early 1920s, the level of immigration began to fall, as did the foreign-born percentage of the population. The 1930 Census was the last time the percentage of immigrants was as high as it is today. 
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In terms of the impact of immigrants on the United States, both the percentage of the population made up of immigrants and the number of immigrants are clearly important. The ability to assimilate and incorporate immigrants is partly dependent on the relative sizes of the native and immigrant populations. Still, 28.4 million immigrants are likely to have an enormous effect on the socio-economic life of the United States, regardless of whether this represents 10 or 15 percent of the nation’s population, especially because immigrants are largely concentrated in only a few states.  

Population Growth 
The CPS can be used to provide insight into the likely impact of immigrants on the size of the U.S. population. Table 2 reports six different methods using the March 2000 CPS to estimate the effect of immigration on U.S. population growth in the 1990s. 
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The first column in Table 2 shows the growth in the U.S. population based on a comparison of the total population as enumerated in the 1990 Census and the March 2000 population estimate prepared by the Census Bureau.3 The first three rows of Table 2 use the growth in the size of foreign-born population to estimate the effect of immigration on population growth between 1990 and 2000. As already pointed out, the 8.6 million  increase in the size of the immigrant population between 1990 and 2000 is equal to approximately one-third of total U.S. population growth over this period. As shown in the second row, the impact of immigration on population growth is even larger (40 percent) if births to immigrants who arrived in the 1990s are added to the growth of the foreign-born population. The third row indicates that if births to all immigrant women during the 1990s, including those who arrived prior to 1990, are added to the growth in the immigrant population, then immigration is equal to almost 59 percent of population growth. 

Instead of using the growth in the foreign-born population, the last three rows of Table 2 use the number of immigrants who arrived in the 1990s as the basis for estimating the impact of immigration on population growth.  Analysis of this kind is possible because the CPS asks of foreign-born persons their year of arrival to the United States.  In 2000, 11.2 million immigrants in the survey indicated that they had entered the country between 1990 and 2000. 

The 11.2 million figure is larger than the 8.6 million growth in the foreign-born because the immigrant population shrinks as a result of deaths and out-migration. Thus, even though 11.2 million immigrants arrived in the 1990s, the immigrant population grew by only 8.6 million because 2.6 million immigrants here in 1990 had either died or gone home by 2000. It is reasonable to view the 11.2 million immigrants who arrived in the 1990s as the basis for estimating immigration’s effect on population growth because this flow reflects current U.S. immigration policy — both legal immigration and the level of resources devoted to controlling illegal immigration.  

The 11.2 million immigrants who arrived in the 1990s are equal to 43.8 percent of population growth in the 1990s. If births only to immigrants who arrived during the 1990s are added to this figure, then immigration accounts for 50.3 percent of U.S. population growth. The last row in Table 2 adds all births to immigrants between1990 and 2000 to the 11.2 million immigrants who arrived in the 1990s. Births to immigrants plus 1990s immigration are equal to 68.8 percent of population growth between 1990 and 2000. Taken together, the estimates in Table 2 make clear that no matter what assumption is used, immigration policy has very significant implications for U.S. population growth…

Table 10 reveals that only 26 percent of natives are employed in occupations that have a high concentrations of immigrants.  This suggests that most natives are not in competition with immigrants.5  However, as Table 10 shows, high-immigrant occupations pay an average of only 56 percent of what low-immigrant occupations pay. Additionally, high-immigrant occupations have an unemployment rate more than double that of low-immigrant occupations.  By itself, this does not necessarily mean that immigrants have lowered the wages or increased unemployment in these occupations.  What it is does mean, however, is that any negative effect from immigration will likely fall on the 26 million native-born workers who already have the lowest wages and the highest unemployment. 

Table 10 also shows that 40 percent of native-born blacks work in high-immigrant occupations, compared to only 22.9 percent of whites. This means that blacks are much more likely to be affected by any decline in wages or benefits resulting from immigrant-induced increases in the supply of labor.  
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Self Employment 
One of the most common perceptions of immigrants is that they are uniquely or distinctly entrepreneurial. Table 11 examines the self-employment rates of immigrants and natives. Consistent with other research, Table 11 shows that immigrants and natives exhibit remarkably similar levels of entrepreneurship. The table shows that 10.7 percent of immigrants and 11.6 percent of natives are self-employed. Thus, less than one percentage point separates the self-employment rate for immigrants and natives. Turning to self-employment income reported at the bottom of Table 11, we see that the average self-employment income (revenue minus expenses) or both immigrants and natives is very similar. While immigrants overall are not more entrepreneurial than natives, immigrants from some countries are significantly more likely than natives to be self-employed.  Those from China, Korea, Canada, Poland, and Iran are much more likely to be self-employed than natives. 
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Clearly, entrepreneurship is neither a lacking nor a distinguishing characteristic of the nation’s immigrants.  If one removed immigrants from the data, the overall rate of self-employment in the United States would be virtually unchanged.  Therefore, one simply must look elsewhere to make an argument for or against current immigration. 

End Notes 
1 All persons not born in the United States, one of its outlying territories, or of U.S. parents living abroad are considered immigrants. All persons born in the United States, including the children of illegal aliens, are considered natives. The immigrant population in the CPS includes perhaps five million illegal aliens and perhaps 600,000 persons on long-term temporary visas, such as students and temporary workers. The 134,000 persons in the CPS, 15,400 of whom are immigrants, are weighted to reflect the actual size of the total U.S. population. The survey is considered such an accurate source of information on the foreign-born because, unlike the decennial census, each household in the CPS receives an in-person interview from a Census Bureau employee and the data are weighted to reflect the undercount of minorities who are often missed by surveys. 

2 See Robert Warren and Ellen Percy Kraly, 1985, The Elusive Exodus: Emigration form the United States. Occasional Paper #8. Population Reference Bureau, Washington, D.C. 

3 In contrast to the decennial census and the March 2000 population projection, which are the basis for the population growth figure found in Table 2, the CPS is designed to measure only the civilian non-institutionalized population. The CPS is also different because it is weighted to reflect the undercount of the non-institutionalized population, primarily minorities, that is missed by demographic surveys. Overall, these two factors tend to cancel each other out because the institutionalized immigrant population that is not included in the CPS is roughly equal in size to the undercount adjustment. This allows for direct comparisons to be made between the 1990 Census and the immigrant population in the CPS.  The Census Bureau has done so in a number of recent publications. (See for example, Schmidley, 1999, pp.23-195) 

4 This figures refers to persons aged 18 or older who worked full-time hours for at least part of 1999. If part-time workers are also included, then immigrants comprise 12.3 percent of the labor force.  

5 There are a number of specific occupations included in the upper portion of Table 8 that do have a large concentration of immigrants, such as medical doctor. Because of the sample size, however, it is not possible to break out these occupations separately even though the effect of immigrants on these specific occupations is likely to be significant.  

6 Includes only uninsured U.S.-born children whose parents arrived in the 1990s.  
  

Steven A. Camarota, Ph.D. is the Center for Immigration Studies’ Director of Research. 

