What explains the differential rates of population growth? To understand the differentials in the rate of growth, it is best to recognize there are three separate influences on population size: births, death, and net immigration. A nation's population will grow more rapidly because there are more births, fewer deaths, or there are more immigrants entering the country. 
D Population = Births - Deaths + Immigration
At the present time, the statistics on international migration are quite limited, but we do have data produced by the US Bureau of the Census on birth, death, infant mortality, and total fertility rates. Some of these data can also be found on-line at the same UN site under health data while the up to date data can be found in the Comparative International Statistics section of the US Statistical Abstract.  The source for the continental data is the Population Reference Bureau.  The most rapidly growing region is Africa as a result of a birth rate  almost twice the world average and four times the rate in Europe.  It is followed by West Asia, which includes Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Iraq, and South and Central Asia, which includes Iran and Afghanistan.  Offsetting the high birth rate in Africa is a high death rate that is due, at least in part, to poverty and disease - especially AIDs.   The most surprising number is the high death rate in Europe, which is a reflection of the aging population.  Europe's death rate is high because the share of older people is higher in Europe and older people are more likely to die. 
