Gauquelin's Planetary Influence

The classic work by Gauquelin (1973, 1976, 1988) offers the best scientific evidence of a planetary influence in the timing of human births. He found that people who achieved pre-eminence in their field of endeavour were far more likely to be born shortly after the rising or culmination of:
· the Moon (writers & politicians). 

· Venus (writers) 

· Mars (sports people, military leaders, doctors, top executives & business people). 

· Jupiter (actors, play writes, politicians, military leaders, top executives & journalists). 

· Saturn (scientists & doctors). 

The achievers differed significantly from the control groups, which yielded no planetary influence. These planetary factors could also be correlated with different personality types for the Moon and each of the planets. Furthermore, if one or both parents had the Moon, Venus, Mars, Jupiter or Saturn after rising or culminating, their children were more likely to have the same planet similarly sited in the heavens at the time of birth. If the child was born on the day of a geophysical disturbance, such as a solar flare, the parental correlation was boosted substantially. For children born via medical intervention, this planetary effect disappeared. It was the first credible work to confirm a planetary influence in natal astrology. According to Seymour (1992), Gauquelin's work 'remains the most important collection of data in favour of some aspects of natal astrology'.
Gauquelin's work has yet to be honestly refuted by various groups of skeptics. Alas the latter tend to be scientific fundamentalists and fall for one of the most elementary traps in scientific research. Knowing what you want to find beforehand (in this case a debunking of astrology) and then setting out to prove it. This blinkered attitude leaves the findings by skeptics prone to bias, as they fail to look beyond the prevailing scientific paradigms. Regrettably, the controversy over Gauquelin's findings has degenerated into a slanging match between his supporters and the skeptics over minutia of statistical testing.
Interestingly, Gauquelin's work only supported planetary diurnal cycles as an influence in the timing of human births, personality type and success in particular careers. Gauquelin researched numerous astrological factors, but found only planetary diurnal cycles to be significant and repeatable. However, his main aim was to assess traditional theory rather than test new concepts. This always leaves open the prospect of new discoveries outside prevailing paradigms in astrology. To date, there is no firm evidence to support the hypothesis that angular or ecliptical circles have relevance in natal astrology.
The planetary influence was most marked after a heavenly body had crossed the central meridian from east to west and the horizonal plane from below to above. These diurnal cycles were important in the timing of human births. The peak effect does not coincide exactly with the node point, but rather after the heavenly body has crossed the node point.
